
 Spanish Civil War 1936-1939 
 
In the 1930s, Spain was a deeply divided country that was politically torn between right-
wing Nationalist and left-wing Republican parties. In 1931 the King abdicated after the 
Republicans came to power. There followed a period where the two political rivals had 
periods in power as the elected government. The country was so divided and unstable 
that in 1936 the army rebelled and forcibly removed the Republicans from power and 
Civil war ensued. These books tell that story. 
 
NON-FICTION 

 

Ernest Hemingway 
The Fifth Column and Four 
Stories of the Spanish Civil War 
 

812.52 

Full-length play evoking life in a besieged city. 

 

Antony Beevor 
The Battle for Spain: The 
Spanish Civil War 1936-1939 
 

946.081 

Drawing on masses of newly discovered 
material from the Spanish, Russian and 
German archives. 

 

Christopher Hall 
In Spain with Orwell 
 

946.081 

The story of George Orwell and the 
Independent Labour Party volunteers in the 
Spanish Civil War. 

 

David Boyd Haycock 
I am Spain 
 

946.081 

Focuses on the experiences of an 
interconnected group of individuals - some 
famous, others largely unknown - to tell the 
story of the Spanish Civil War. 

 

Adam Hochschild 
Spain in Our Hearts 
 

946.081 

Evoking this tumultuous period mainly 
through the lives of Americans involved in the 
war. 

 

Steve Hurst 
Famous Faces of the Spanish 
Civil War 
 

946.081 

The tragic story of the Spanish Civil War 
through the eyes of writers, artists and 
musicians who were deeply involved and 
close to it. 

 

George Orwell 
Homage to Catalonia 
 

946.081 

A first-hand account of the brutal conditions 
of the Spanish Civil War. 

READINGforPLEASURE 
 



 

Paul Preston 
The Last Days of the Spanish 
Republic 
 

946.081 

The story of an avoidable humanitarian 
tragedy that cost many thousands of lives and 
ruined tens of thousands more. 

 

Paul Preston 
The Spanish Civil War: Reaction, 
Revolution and Revenge 
 

946.081 

A rousing and full-blooded account of the 
Spanish Civil War and the rise to prominence 
of General Franco. 

 

Richard Rhodes 
Hell and Good Company 
 

946.081 

The Spanish Civil War as seen through the 
eyes of the reporters, writers, artists, doctors 
and nurses who witnessed it. 

 

Hugh Thomas 
The Spanish Civil War 
 

946.081 

The most objective and unbiased analysis of a 
passionate struggle where fascism and 
democracy, communism and Catholicism 
were at stake. 

 

Jason Webster 
Guerra 
 

946.081 

Fascinating true stories from the Civil War, 
vividly retold as Webster travels around 
Spain. 

 

 

FICTION 

 

Joan Baez 
Field of Honour 
 

FICTION 

A fictional account of the Spanish Civil War to 
compare with Ernest Hemingway's For Whom 
the Bell Tolls. 

 

Dave Boling 
Guernica 
 

FICTION 

An extraordinary epic of love, family, and war 
set in the Basque town of Guernica before, 
during, and after its destruction by the 
German Luftwaffe. 

 

Javier Cercas 
The Anatomy of a Moment 
 

FICTION 

Richly imagined novel that examines a key 
moment in Spanish history. 

 

Javier Cercas 
Soldiers of Salamis 
 

FICTION 

A Nationalist prisoner escapes execution and 
goes on to become a national hero. 



 

Maria Duenas 
The Seamstress 
 

FICTION 

Best-selling tale of adventure, tragedy, love 
and war. 

 

Ernest Hemingway 
For Whom The Bell Tolls 
 

FICTION 

Classic portrayal of the Spanish Civil War, 
seen through the eyes of an American 
fighting on the Republican side. 

 

Victoria Hislop 
The Return 
 

FICTION 

An atmospheric, vibrant and moving tale of 
pain and passion at the heart of war-torn 
Spain. 

 

Antonio Muñoz Molina 
In the Night of Time 
 

FICTION 

A rich, panoramic portrait of Spain on the 
brink of civil war. 

 

Rebecca Pawel 
Death of a Nationalist 
 

FICTION 

Madrid 1938. Carlos Tejada Alonso y Leon is a 
Sergeant in the Guardia Civil.  He is an 
unusual recruit. Second son of a wealthy 
family of landowners, he is a dedicated and 
triumphant Nationalist. 

 

Manuel Rivas 
Carpenter's Pencil 
 

FICTION 

This poetic and moving novel conveys the 
horror and savagery of the tragedy that 
divided Spain, and the experiences of the 
men and women who lived through it. 

 

Mercè Rodoreda 
In Diamond Square 
 

FICTION 

The moving, vivid and powerful story of a 
woman caught up in a convulsive period of 
history. 

 

Joan Sales 
Uncertain Glory 
 

FICTION 

The first novel to tell the story of the Spanish 
Civil War from the Catalan side. 

 

Lydia Syson 
A World Between Us 
 

FICTION 

A passionate and exciting adventure story 
that explores the meaning of love and the 
power of choice. 

 

 
 
 


